
Learning Legacies: Bringing visibility 
to domestic abuse related suicide

“It’s like she’s been erased, she doesn’t 
count, she’s invisible”

Mother, bereaved by domestic abuse related suicide



Domestic abuse suicide – a ‘known unknown’



‘Suicide’ Domestic Homicide Reviews (DHRs)

Home Office Statutory Guidance for the 
conduct of DHRs – Paragraph 18:

‘Where a victim took their own life (suicide) 
and the circumstances give rise to concern, 

for example it emerges that there was 
coercive controlling behaviour in the 

relationship, a review should be undertaken, 
even if a suspect is not charged with an 
offence or they are tried and acquitted. 
Reviews are not about who is culpable. ‘ 
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Working with families bereaved by domestic abuse 
suicide



Learning Legacies: An analysis of Domestic Homicide 
Reviews in cases of Domestic Abuse Suicide

• Parties’ Profiles, Vulnerabilities and 
Needs

• Agency Engagements and 
Responses

• Context and Aftermath of Death

• Commissioning and Commencing 
DHRs

• Running Successful DHRs



Recommendations
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